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April 28, 2020 
 
Dear Yucaipa Residents: 
 
It has now been more than 6 weeks since we first reported cases of COVID-19 in the 
County of San Bernardino.  Since then, 168 Yucaipa residents have tested positive 
for the virus.  Many have been hospitalized and unfortunately 21 members of our 
Yucaipa community have passed away from COVID-19 infections.  The impact of 
this pandemic has been heartbreaking, particularly on our older population.  If there 
is a bright side, the results of the mobile testing on April 10 at Crafton Hills College 
showed that only 2 people tested positive out of the 91 people tested.  While this is 
a good sign of us doing the right thing, it doesn’t mean we have to relax.  We have 
to continue to take this pandemic seriously if we want to reopen our town as soon as 
possible. 
 
On April 23, 2020, the County issued a new Updated Health Officer Order, once 
again somewhat “relaxing” some of the requirements in the previous order, including 
the following update: 
 
 With further guidance, individual cities and park operators have jurisdiction in 

managing parking areas and parks, deciding whether they are opened at least 
partially, and ensuring safe social distancing. 

 
As a result of this updated directive, the City has reopened the parking lots at all 
parks, opened the tennis courts for use and worked with the golf course in their 
efforts to reopen this past weekend.  If you choose to enjoy these amenities, please 
be respectful of others by practicing proper social distancing and wearing masks as 
appropriate.  Every Yucaipa citizen should be able to enjoy the outdoors equally. 
 
Your City Council Members and City Staff continue to be engaged with County and 
other city representatives, including local businesses, regarding reopening the local 
economy once the Governor’s office gives us the “green light”. 
 



In addition, on Monday night the City Council approved an application through the 
County for Community Development Block Grant funding to provide low interest 
loans to small businesses impacted by COVID-19.  If approved, we anticipate we 
will be reaching out to businesses in the next several weeks to let them know about 
the program. 
 
Tough times like this give us opportunities to show who we are and how much we 
care.  The Yucaipa community continues to demonstrate this in our support of 
businesses that are offering pickup or delivery service or even buying gift cards.  We 
see examples of extraordinary people every day, like making and donating masks or 
picking up groceries for an elderly neighbor. 
 
Way to go Yucaipa Strong! 
 
Let’s all stay safe and get through this together. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
David Avila 
Mayor 


