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April 20, 2020 
 
Dear Yucaipa Residents: 
 
It’s been more than 5 weeks since we first reported cases of COVID-19 in the County 
of San Bernardino. Since then, 125 Yucaipa residents have tested positive for the 
virus. Many have been hospitalized and unfortunately 16 members of our Yucaipa 
community have passed away from COVID-19 infections. The impact of this 
pandemic has been heartbreaking. 
 
As a community, we are staying home, social distancing, and wearing face masks 
when we do venture out for essentials. We are working remotely, attending school 
virtually and trying to find cleaning supplies and paper products. The last 5 weeks 
have been like nothing we ever imagined. 
 
These have been challenging times for all Americans, and our area of the country 
has been particularly hard hit. There is some positive news, though. According to 
public health officials, our social distancing efforts appear to be working. The 
number of new cases reported regionally is slowing. What does the future hold?  It’s 
not clear yet. There’s a great deal of discussion on the national, state and county 
level about a phased re-opening of the country and we are engaged in those 
discussions. 
 
On April 18, 2020, the County issued a new Updated Health Officer Order, 
somewhat “relaxing” some of the requirements in the previous order, including the 
following highlights:  
 

• Face coverings are not required for drivers traveling alone or with 
members of their households, unless they must lower their windows to 
interact with someone who is not a member of their household. 

• A face covering is not required for solitary outdoor activity or for 
members of the same household engaging in outdoor activity. If others 
are present, regardless of social distancing, a face covering is required. 

• Businesses may refuse service to those without face coverings. 



• Individual cities and park operators have jurisdiction in managing 
parking areas, deciding whether they remain open, and ensuring safe 
social distancing. 

• The state has declared that drive-in worship services are allowed “as 
long as the individuals engaged in such services abide by physical 
distancing guidelines and refrain from direct and indirect physical 
touching of others.” 

• Lodging and short-term rentals may be used for housing workers that 
are performing Essential Critical Infrastructure functions 

 
As a result of this new directive, we have reopened the parking lots at Oak Glen 
Creek Basin, Wilson Creek Basin, Oak Glen Neighborhood Park Trailhead, and El 
Dorado Park.  Please remember that social distancing requirements still apply. 
 
Tough times like this give us opportunities to show who we are and how much we 
care.  The Yucaipa community continues to demonstrate this in our support of 
businesses that are offering pickup or delivery service or even buying gift cards.  We 
see examples of extraordinary people every day, like making and donating masks or 
picking up groceries for an elderly neighbor. 
 
Way to go Yucaipa Strong! 
 
Let’s all stay safe and get through this together. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
David Avila 
Mayor 


