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American Viticultural Area Planning Committee (AVA) Minutes
August 24, 2021

Committee Member Participants:
Kristine Mohler, Chair

Committee Members Absent:
Dan Orrell

Donna Snodgrass, Vice Chair

Bobby Duncan
David Avila

Chris Markarian

Consultant:

Craig Heaps
Tony Matlock
Jonathan Weldy
Tony Hicks

Sheila Cedervall

City Staff Participants:
Ray Casey, City Manager
Ben Matlock, City Planner
Maddie Jordan, Assistant Planner

I.

Call to Order:

A meeting of the AVA Committee was called to order at 4: 03 p.m., in the Community Meeting
Room of the Yucaipa City Hall, 34272 Yucaipa Blvd., Yucaipa, California, 92399.
II.

III.

Flag Salute: Led by Tony Hicks
Approval of Minutes:

Donna Snodgrass motioned to approve with one correction on page two, residential vineyards
should be residences and vineyards; Chris Markarian seconded the motion.
IV.

Public Comments:

Preston Todd invited everyone to his place, The North Cork, for an event this weekend,

Friday -Sunday, 6: 00 pm -10:00 pm.

Cesar Roldan invited the group to his vineyards for a field trip. The Committee thought a
tour is a good idea and recommended that the next AVA meeting could begin at the
Eldorado Ranch House and then the Committee members would travel to Cesar and
Preston' s properties for tours.
V.

Member Comments and Announcements:

Donna noted how beautiful Cesar' s place is and mentioned how we need to keep the
beauty of Yucaipa as the Committee moves forward with planning viticulture areas.
Tony Matlock and Tony Hicks both agreed that educating growers is important, so the

crop products are best for wine making. It was noted that HOAs should never oversee the
growing of vines.

Sheila Cedervall noted that Temecula unified their image including logos and the
Chamber of Commerce supported their mission.
Kristine Mohler noted that Dan Orrell has missed all but one Phase II meetings, and made

a motion to recommend removal of Dan from the Committee and also suggested that City
Council fill the vacancy with Cesar Roldan. Donna Snodgrass seconded the motion.

VI.

Review of Names

The group discussed the potential names for the Committee and the Specific Plan.
The group decided that the Yucaipa Valley Wine Country was the best name for the
Committee and the Specific Plan. Bobby Duncan made a motion to approve, and Donna
Snodgrass seconded the motion.
VII.

Review of the Survey Results:
The Committee reviewed the Survey results that Sheila presented.
Survey responses were positive; 71% of the respondents were in favor of a wine industry
here in Yucaipa.

VIII.

Discussion -What Does Success Mean to You?

Having extra venues such as wine tasting, wineries, wedding venues, etc., are key to the
success and viability of the industry.
The Developers need to buy in to the idea of a mixed use but leaving it with large enough

lots to accommodate a portion ofit for growing vineyards. A member of the public, DeDe
Chudy, suggested the residential element be called Ranchettes instead of cluster housing.
horse trails could be incorporated into the design.

A successful vineyard process should be easy to understand and provide a clear path for
Developers and vineyard owners.
IX.

Discussion: Open Space and Public Feature/Amenities.
The Five Winds Ranch area was shown to the Committee, Kristine Mohler explained

the vision and plans for that area include, camping, hiking trails, horse trails, an
amphitheater, and row sections will be vinified.

It was noted that it is important to not lose the benefits of that area, and blend

connectivity and leverage resources.
The Committee noted, that in order to be flexible with design, the process cannot be
too restrictive.

X.

Homework:

Next meeting is tentatively scheduled for September 21, 3: 00 pm at the Eldorado
Ranch, and includes a tour of Cesar Roldan and Preston Todd' s properties.

Think about what a balance of land use types means to you? Which accessory uses
should be allowed within the Yucaipa Valley Wine Country Specific Plan?
Send your questions, photos or ideas to Ben at bmatlock(i ,vucaipa. org

Continue to review the Guiding Principles for suggestions and ideas to carry forward.
Review the Phase I Report.
XI.

Adjourn:

Chris Markarian motioned to adjourn the meeting; Bobby Duncan seconded the motion. The
meeting was adjourned at 6: 07 p.m.
Approved By:

