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AstheofficialyouthadvisorycommitteefortheCityofPomonaweoutreachtoPomonayouthtoidentify
unmetneedsofyouthadvocateyouthpoliciesorganizeyouthincommunityservicelearningactivitiesand

partnerwithciviccommunityandschoolgroupstoorganizelocalyouthledcivicevents

OurMissionStatement

ThemissionofthePomonaYouthAdvisoryCommitteeistocreateastrongvoiceforyouthwhoareinterestedin
becomingleadersthroughgovernanceandciviclearningWeengageyouthandyoungadultstoparticipateincitywide

activitiesthatimprovethemselvesandtheircommunity
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ThePomonaYouthAdvisoryCommitteemeetsthefirstMondayofthemonthandisgovernedbytheBrownActThe
PomonaYouthAdvisoryCommitteesYouthInGovernmenttrainingprogrammeetstheremainingMondaysoffering
leadershippublicpresentationfacilitationtrainingplusorganizesyouthcivicengagementactivitiesunderthefollowing
committees

1 CulturalPeaceCommitteepromotesactivitiesforculturalunderstandingandracialunity
2YouthInGovernmentCommitteeimplementsactivitiestoeducateyouthonvotingvoterregistrationandevent
3ResourcesforYouthCommitteesupportstheYouthandFamilyMasterPlandevelopmentandimplementation

Accomplishments2003Present

ConductedPeaceQuiltprojectinvolving400PomonaYouthinpartnershipwithProjectLEADS
ProducedtheMLKNonViolenceVideoprojectwithCalPolyPomonaUniversityStudents
ParticipatedinProjectSistersEducationalVideoFallOutonDateViolencePrevention
TrainedasCulturalDiversityConflictMediatarsundertheColorfulFlagsprogram
AdvocatedforthedevelopmentandimplementationoftheYouthandFamilyMasterPlan
Organized2votereducationeventsand2annualYouthInGovernmenteventwithCityClerk
OrganizedthePomonaYouthLeadershipNetworkLuncheonwith75youthandadultmentors
Organized22youthtoattendWesternStatesYouthtoYouthSummitwwwyouthtoyouthnet
Recipientsofthe2007JohnAnsonFordAwardbytheLACountyHumanRelationsCommission

BenefitsofInvolvement

Civicleadershiptrainingandjobexperienceonhowlocalgovernmentsoperate
Ifappointedyoureceivemonthlystipendaftercompleting16hoursofcommunityservice
Forvolunteersnotofficiallyappointedyoucancompleterequiredcommunityservicehours
Accesstoscholarshipinformationeducationalandjobopportunities
LettersofrecommendationfromCivicofficialsandbuildyourresumeforfuturejobs
AdmissiontolocalsponsoredYouthEventsincludingWesternStatesYouthtoYouthSummit

Butmostofa11Youwillmakeadifferenceinyourcommunity

HowtoApply
YoumustliveinPomonaandattendaHighSchoolinPomonaoroutsidePomona
WhileanyHighSchoolorMiddleSchoolyouthmayattendmeetingsorvolunteeronlyHSyouthwhoare
Pomonaresidentscanbeoiciallyapointedandyoumustbeabletomeeta8erschoolonceperweekon
Mondaysfor2hoursthroughouttheyearMeetingplaceisatthePomonaPublicLibrary

PleasepickupcompleteandreturntheapplicationtoCityHallCouncilOfficebyThursdayNovember12007Applicationsare
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LAYouthCouncilGivesTeensaTaste

ofPolitics

ByCynthiaHCho

April112006inprintedition82

RidingthebusfromhisWestAdamshome19yearoldRashadRuckerarrivedhalfanhour

earlyforhisSaturdaymorningmeetingatLosAngelesCityHallSecurityhadnteven

openedthedoors

Hehasalreadylearnedoneofthemostimportantskillsnecessarytobeasuccessful

politicianpunctuality

ButhehasalotmoretolearnbeforehesreadyforofficesaidRuckeramemberofthe

citysYouthCouncilRuckerandmanyofhiscolleaguesonthepanelaspiretopublicoffice

andtheybelievetheyouthorganizationistheirtrainingground

TheyhavegoodreasontothinksoLACityCouncilmembersWendyGreuelandTom

LaBongeservedonyouthcouncilsSodidstateAssemblymenPaulKoretzDWest

HollywoodandMarkRidleyThomasDLosAngelesTheyallsaidtheirexperienceon

thepanelsinfluencedtheircareerpaths

RuckerafreshmanatSantaMonicaCollegewhohasservedninemonthsontheyouth

panelsaidhewaslookingforwardtoalifeinpoliticsandhopedhistimeontheboardwould

bebeneficial

IwanttogoashighasmaybetheCityCouncilortheAssemblysaidRuckerwhoplansto

transfertoUCLAandmajorinpsychologyandpoliticalscience

TheYouthCouncilsrootsgobackto1974whenthenMayorTomBradleycreatedthe

YouthAdvisoryCouncilItsgoalwastoteachyoungpeoplehowthecityworks

Whenheleftofficein1993theYouthAdvisoryCouncilwasputonhiatusascityofficials

developednewwaystoworkwithyoungpeoplesaidOliviaMitchellamemberofBradleys
staffwhooversawtheyouthpanel

In1995theCommissionforChildrenYouthandTheirFamiliesformedandunderitin

1996theYouthCouncilasitnowexiststookshape



r

Thegroup whichhasmorethantwodozenmembersfromtheSanFernandoValleythe

WestsideSouthLosAngelesandEastLosAngeles learnsaboutcityissuesmeetswith

electedofficialsandmakespolicyrecommendationstotheCityCouncil

ThepanelistswhomustliveinLAandbebetween14and19areeitherrecommendedfor

servicebyaCityCouncilmemberorcansimplyasktojoinThegroupmeetsmonthly

YouthCouncilPresidentKatrinaLandeta17asenioratClevelandHighSchoolinReseda

saidthatintheyearandahalfshehasbeenonthepanelshehaslearnedalotaboutthe

citysdiversecommunities

Wediscussedissuesfromourhighschoolsandthestuffotherpeoplehadtodealwith

thatIneverhadtodealwithshesaidIcouldntbelievethatotherstudentsjustmiles

frommehaveacompletelydifferentreality

GreuelwhogrewupintheValleyandservedontheyouthpanelinthelate1970salsosaid

hertimeontheboardgaveherawindowintootherpartsofthecity

FormanyofthestudentstheYouthCouncilisaplacetopolishsomeofthesocialskills

necessaryforasuccessfulpolitician

AtthepanelsMarch18meetingashewaitedforthesessiontobeginasmilingRucker

walkedaroundtheroomgreetinghiscolleagues

GoodtomeetyouhesaidtooneWevemetbeforerighthesaidtoanother

KatrinawhodreamsofrunningforCityCouncilormayorsomedaysaidshewaslearning

howtorunameetingandnegotiatewithpeersDuringoneofthepanelsmeetings

membersdiscussedwhatkindsofboothstheyshouldsetupattheTrafficSafetyChild
Health SafetyFairKatrinasuggestedapieeatingcontest

AnyideasAnyonesheasked

WhataboutafruiteatingcontestrespondedJuliePrado16ajunioratClevelandAfter

allshepointedoutiYsaneventtopromotehealth

Intheendthegroupagreedonbeanbagtossandfacepaintingbooths

Otherissuesthatfrequentlycomeupattheyouthmeetingsarenttoodifferentfromwhat

LACityCouncilmembersoftendiscusstransportationeducationandpublicsafety
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InNovembertheCityCouncilaskedtheCommissionforChildrenYouthandTheirFamilies
tocreateataskforce ofyoungpeoplecityofficialsandprivateindustry thatwould

developaYouthMasterPlanforthecity

Theplanwouldoutlinepoliciesonissuesaffectingyoungpeoplesuchasemployment

educationandcollegepreparationsafetyandviolencepreventionandcivicengagement

ThisspringtheYouthCouncilwillfacilitateaseriesofforumsindifferentareasofthecity

whereyoungpeoplecanmeettotalkaboutissuesthataffecttheirlivesandcommunities

Theinformationwillbeusedbythetaskforcetohelpcreatethemasterplan

CouncilmanLaBongesaidtherearethingshethinkstheCityCouncilcouldlearnfromthe

youthpanelparticularlycommoncourtesy

NotallYouthCouncilmembersbecomepoliticians

MitchellwhooversawtheYouthAdvisoryCouncilfrom1974until1993saidseveralofher

chargesbecamelawyers

CraigRenetzkyisoneofthemHeisnowadeputydistrictattorneyforLosAngelesCounty

andsaidhisinvolvementintheyouthpanelintheearly1980swasimportantforhim

ItopensyoureyestopoliticsinanewwayhesaidYourealmostaninsiderseeing

thingsYoureinCityHallYouseecitygovernmentwork

Theskillslearnedasmembersofayouthcouncilwillserveyoungpeoplewellinwhatever

endeavortheypursuesaidNoemiMadrigalamemberofthegroupintheearly1990swho

nowworkswithjuvenilesfortheCaliforniaDepartmentofCorrectionsandRehabilitation

ItmadememuchmoreofanassertivepersonMadrigalsaidIwasntafraidtotalkto

peopleandwasabletostandupforthethingsIbelievedin


