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THEMYTHOFOVERPOPULATIONINREGARDTO
SHELTERANIMALS

TherearedogspuppiescatsandkittenskilledeveryweekinthiscountrysanimalsheltersThese
deathsareasadandinexcusablefact

Tolistentothemediareportsthenumberofanimalsinsheltersisallthefaultofdogscatsbeingbred If

andonemorewilldieinashelterTheanimalrightsmovementpromotesthatbreedersareevilToallow
yourdogcattoreproducemakesyoulowerthandirtHeavenforbidifyouactuallyplanned theevent

Wantingtopurchaseapetwithacertainlookbehaviorandwantingitforaspecificpurposemakesyou
abadpersonAccordingtothemediaandanimalrightsactivistsoverpopulationbreedingisthe
reasonforalloftheshelterdeaths

AtargeportionofthegeneralpublichasbeenleadtobelievethesetheoriesTheseareonly theories

becausereliablecrediblestatisticshavenotandarenotbeingkeptatanoverwhelmingmajorityof
sheltersastowhyanimalsarebeingsurrenderedTherearesomesectionsofthiscountrythatare
importingdogsfromforeigncountriesbecauseofalackoflocaldogsavailableforadoptionLarge
numbersinsheltersseemtoberegionalnotnecessarilynational

Becauseofthemediaandanimalrightsmovementstherearenumerouscountiesthroughoutthis
countrythatarerequiringmandatoryneuteringorspayingofALLdogsandcatsinprivatehomes aswell

asthoseinsheltersIdofeelthatallanimalsadoptedfromsheltersshouldbeneuteredorspayedThe
onlywaytobeallowedtokeepanintactanimalwhetheryoubreedornotistopayoutrageousyearly
breedingorkennelfeesThisappliestoGrannyslittlepoodlewhoisneverallowedoutwithoutGranny
tobreederstryingtoimprovetheirbreedtobreedersstrivingtosaveararebreedfromextinctionto
huntersandtheirhuntingdogsSomeareashavealreadypassedlawsrequiringmandatoryneutering
andspayingofallprivatelyownedanimals

Mymainquestionhasalwaysbeen Whyaretheredogsandcatsatanimalsheltersinthefirstplace
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AccordingtoChiefCathyHartleyGranvifleCountyAnimalControlThemainreasonforanimalsinour
shelterisirresponsiblepetownersItdoesntmatterifitisamixbreedmuttorahighdollarpurebredIt
doesntmatterifitbelongstoadrugdealerononestreetoraprofessionallivingonanotherIYs
irresponsibleownersIcompletelyagreewithOfficerHartley

Iftheownersofthoseanimalssurrenderedatshelterswouldacceptresponsibilityforthoseanimalsthen
theshelterwouldnothavetodealwiththenumbersthathavetobekilledThosenumberswouldnot
thenbedeceptivelyusedtoimpactthelivesofresponsibleanimalownersthroughanimalrightsbacked
mandatoryneuterspayandbreedspecificlegislationBreedspecificlegislationisanotherwholecanof
worms

JustaquicknotethereisahugedifferencebetweenanimalrightsandanimalwelfareAnimalsdont
haverightspeopledoinmyopinionButpeopledohaveresponsibilitiestowardsanimalsAnimal
rnhtcartivictsaenerallvbelievethathumansshouldnotuseanimalsinanywayThatincludeshaving

petsslaveryistheirtermforfoodresearchoranyotheruseorassociationThereshouldbeno
domesticanimalsAnimalwelfareiswherepeoplefeelresponsibilitytocareforuseandlivewith
animalshumanelyPleasebesureoftheagendasoftenhiddenofthoseorganizationsyouchooseto
supportSomeoftheanimalrightsgroupshavebeendeterminedtobedomesticterroristsbytheFBI
OtherARgroupswhilenotactivelyparticipatinginterroristactivitiesfinanciallysupportthegroupsthat
promoteviolentactivitiesYouhavetodigtofindtheanswersMakesureyouaresupportingwhatyou
thinkyouaresupporting

IfyouchoosetoneuterorspayyouranimalthentheywillnotreproduceIfyouchoosenottoneuteror
spaythenkeepyouranimalhomeanddontallowittoroamManycitiescommunitiesandcounties
haveleashlawscurrentlyonthebooksTheseexistinglawsneedtobeenforcedbeforenewlawsare
writtenIfyouranimalisntallowedtoroamitwillnotberandomlybreedingbotheringyourneighbor
theirpropertyorlivestockRoamingdogswhetherinapackorasinglecanfrightenpeoplefightwith
otherdogskilllivestockorotherdogsorcatsinjurepeopleanddestroypropertyItisntthedogsor cats

faulttheyarejustbeingwhotheyarebutitissurethefaultoftheirownerEverwonderwhathappened
tothatdogorcatofyoursthatnevercamehomeIfluckyitdidendupattheshelterMaybeitwas
smearedacrossaroadsomewhereorlefttodieinaditchOrperhapssomeoneinitiatedthethreeSs
shootshovelandshutupAgainnottheanimalsfaultbutdefinitelythefaultoftheowner

DidyourdogorcathavebabiesthatyouwanttotaketotheshelterHaveyoutriedtofindthem homes

RunadsAskfriendsorneighborsiftheywantanewpetTakingthemtothesheltershouldbeyourlast
optionnotyourfirstchoiceTheshelterhasenoughtodowithoutirresponsibleownerscontributingtothe
problemsIsyourpetsickoroldDoesitcosttoomuchtocareforitDidyourkidsgrowupandnow
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youjustdontwantthethingDidyoutakeonmorethanyoucanhandleDidyoumakethewrong
breedchoiceDoyouwork60hoursaweekanddonthavetimeDidtheanimalsownerdieandit
endedupatashelterDoesithavebehaviorproblemsDiditpeeontheflooragainDiditjump onthe

kidsOrdoesitbarkallnightDiditgettoobigTurnouttobethewrongcolororshedAgainthe
animaldidntcausetheproblembutinmostcasestheownersirresponsibilitytosolvetheproblem
causedtheanimaltoendupatashelter

Thesearebutsomeofthereasonswhyanimalsendupbeingabandonedorsurrenderedtoshelters
WhilesomesituationsarelegitimatereasonsforsurrendertheyaretheexceptionnottheruleAshelter
shouldbetheconsideredonlyafteryouhaveexhaustedallotherpaths

Mostofthereasonsforsurrenderseemtoclusteraroundbehaviortrainingissueslackofanimalcare
knowledgeandownersnotknowingwhattheresourcesareavailablethatcanhelpOfcourseyouwill
ctillhavaarartainsPnmentofoeolewhoiustdontaiveadanq

Forthosepeoplewhoareatalossofwhichdirectiontoturntherearepeopleouttherethatcanhelp
ThisiswhereacalltoyourlocalsheltershouldbeoneofyourfirstmovesShelterstaffsareoftena
wealthofinformationOftentheycanoffersuggestionsthatmaysolvetheveryproblemyouarehaving
TheyusuallyareawareoftrainersorinstructorswhowillbeabletohelpyouwithyourproblemsLocal
humanesocietiescanoftenpointyouinproperdirectionsLocaltrainingclubsandparks recreation

departmentsoftenhaveclassesortrainerstheycanreferyoutoTalkwithyourveterinarianIfyoudont
haveavetthencallaroundtothedifferentofficesTherearenumerousrescuegroupsavailabletoassist
inonewayoranotherYouhavetoaskfortheassistanceNooneisgoingtoknowwhatyouneedifyou
dontaskIfyoudontaccepttheresponsibilityforseekingsolutionstoproblemsthenyoubecomejust
anotherirresponsibleownerwhoseanimalwillprobablyeventuallydieanearlydeathOftenata
shelteroftengivingfueltothemyththatoverpopulationbreedingisthesolereasonforthenumbersof
animalsinshelter

OwnerirresponsibilityisfarreachingNotonlydoesirresponsibilityimpacttheanimalsthemselvesbutit
alsoimpactsneighborsthecommunityatlargewhileatthesametimeoverburdeningsheltersand
rescuegroupsIrresponsibilityalsoimpactstherightsofotherstoresponsiblyuseandenjoytheirown
animalsbygivingfueltotheanimalrightsmovementNotonlyareyoudoingadisservicetoyourselfand
yourownanimalsyouhavebecomeapawnintheanimalsrightsagenda

LindaTilley
NorthCarolinaResponsibleAnimalOwnersAlliance

3of4
32209741PM



TheMythofOverPopulationinRegardtoShelterAnimals

February2006
copyrightNCRAOA

Permissiongrantedtocopyanddistributethisarticleinitsentiretyasis

httpwwwncraoacomarticlescanineOverPopulationMythhtml

4of4
32209741PM



DEPA

AMENDMENTDATE July1
POSITION Oppose
SPONSOR CAAnimalControlC

LosAngelesSocial
StateHumaneAssc

BILLSUMMARYDogsandCats

Thisbillwouldincreasefinesfornons
impoundedbyalocalagencyandwou
thethirdtimeitisimpoundedThisbill
timethecatisimpoundedbyalocalag
ownersexpensethesecondtimeitisi
ofnonspayedornonneutereddogso
ownershallpaythesamefinesasfori
veterinarianthattheanimalwasspaye
releasingpaymenttoalocalagencyfoi
Controllerdeterminestheyhavecompl

FISCALSUMMARY

TheDepartmentofFinanceisop
mandatedlocalprogramitwould

Requiringtheownersofdogsandcatstopayincreasedfinesandtopayforspayingandneutering
proceduresregardlessofwhetherthenimalwasimpoundedornotmayresultinmoreanimalsbeing
abandonedorsurrenderedShouldthioccurandtheanimalsareheldbyananimalcontrolagencytheresult
wouldbeanincreaseintheGeneralFndcostsoftheexistingAnimalAdoptionmandatewhichcurrently
costsmorethan20millionannuallytoreimburselocalagenciesforeuthanizingcertainanimalsheldfora
specifiedperiodoftime

ThisbillcouldresultinincreasedGenealFundcoststotheControllertodeterrninecompliancewithrabies
reportingbylocalagenciesbeforerelesingpaymenttoforcostsarisingfromthecurrentAnimalAdoption
mandate

COMMENTS

Additionallytherequirementtowithho
rabiescontrolreportsasspecifiedm
Constitutionestablishestherightoflo
statemandatedprogramsorhigherle
thereportcitedinthisbillasnecessar
requirestheLegislaturetofundorsus
setsanadditionalcriteriontoreceiving
mandate

COMMENTScontinued

Anotherconcernrelatedtothisre

compliancewithrabiesreporting
willnotresultinexpertise

AnalystPrincipal Date

0221RBaker

DepartmentDeputyDirector

OFFINANCEBILLANALYSIS

AssociationCityof
ssioninLegislation
ofCA

BILLNUMBERAB1634
AUTHOR LLevine

yedunneuteredcivilpenalties

ayedornonneutereddogsthefirstandsecondtimethedogis
requirethedogtobespayedorneuteredattheownersexpense

ouldincreasethefinefornonspayedornonneuteredcatsthefirst
ncyandwouldrequirethecattobespayedorneuteredatthe
poundedItwouldallowlocalanimalcontrolagenciestociteowners
catsthatarethesubjectofacomplaintasspecifiedIfcitedthe
poundeddogsorcatsunlesstheyprovidewrittenprooffroma
orneuteredThisbillwouldalsoprohibittheControllerfrom

costsarisingfromthecurrentAnimalAdoptionmandateuntilthe
dwithrabiescontrolreportingrequirementsasspecified

tothismeasurebecausebyincreasingcostsforanexistingstate
inGeneralFundcoststhatarenotincludedinthe200809BudgetBill

mandatereimbursementpaymentstolocalagencieswhodonotfile
beunconstitutionalSection6ofArticleXIIIBoftheCalifornia

Igovernmentstosubventionoffundstoreimburseforthecostsof
IsofserviceThecurrentAnimalAdoptionmandatedoesnotrequire
fortheControllertoreleaseapaymentFurtherSection6also
ndtheoperationofamandateinthatyearsBudgetActThisbill
aymentandnotesthatthisdoesnotsuspendtheoperationofthe

Continued

tisthattheControllerdoesnothaveexpertiseindetermining
agenciesTheprovisionofdatabytheDepartmentofPublicHealth

ProgramBudgetManager
ToddJerue

Date

Date

GovernorsOffice By Date PositionApproved
PositionDisapproved
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LLevine

NTDATE

July12008

Existinglawrequireslocalanimalsheltrstocareforstrayandimpoundeddogsorcatsforsixdaysbefore
euthanizingthemExistinglawrequirefinesforownersofnonspayedornonneutereddogsandcatsthat
areimpoundedasfollows

Firstoccurrence35
Secondoccurrence50
Thirdandsubsequentoccurre

Fordogsthisbillwouldincreasethefir
Onthethirdoccurrencethedogmustb
thefirstoccurrencewouldincreaseto
attheownersexpenseAlthoughthe
andcatsanunfortunateresultofthebi
agenciesthatimpoundanimalswillnoI
thirdoccurrencefordogsorthesecond
maybechargedMostlikelytheshelt
retrievaloftheanimalbyitsownerW
50200dependingonwhetheravet
equipmentandsuppliesortheshelter
choosesnottoreimbursetheshelterfa
theirpetthentheshelterwillnotberei
therateofeuthanasiaincreasingthec

Thisbillisalsounclearinitsdefinition
allegationofexcessivenoiseorbarkir
meansanyotherprovisionofstatela
animalcontrolordinancesdealwithno
conflictwithinthedefinitionoftheterm
complainttoincludeobservationbya
unsubstantiatedIfacomplaintisuns
investigatethecomplaintNonimpou
spayandneuterrequirementsasimp
neuteredcanbeprovidedwithin14d

FiscalImpactbvFiscal

CodeDepartment
AgencyorRevenue

0840Controller

8994StMandates

SO

LA

CO PROP

RV 98 FC

SO N

es100

eforthefirstoccurrenceto50andthesecondoccurrenceto100
spayedorneuteredattheownersexpenseForcatsthefinefor

i0andonthesecondoccurrencethecatmustbespayedorneutered
ntentofthisbillmaybetodecreasethepopulationofhomelessdogs
ImayactuallybetheoppositeFrstlocalanimalsheltersorother
mgerreceivefinesforeachadditionaloccurrencebecauseuponthe
occurrenceforcatstheanimalmustbealteredandnoadditionalfines
rwillpaythecostforthisprocedureupfrontandbereimbursedupon
estimatethecostofspayingorneuteringadogorcatrangesfrom

rinariandonatestheirtimetotheshelteronlyexpensebeing
contractswithaveterinarianforservicesIfanownercannotor
thecosttospayorneutertheirpetandinsteadchoosestosurrender

nbursedforthatcostThisbillmaydriveuptherateofsurrenderand
stsoftheexistingmandate

fthetermcomplaintThebillstatesthatthetermshallnotincludean
butalsostatesthatinthecaseofdogsforexampleacomplaintalso
thatrelatestodogsoralocalanimalcontrolordinanceManylocal
esthatanimalsmakesuchasbarkingcreatingthepotentialfora
omplaintinthisbillTheintentofthisbillmayhavebeentodefine
officialhoweverthereisconcernthatacomplaintmaybe
bstantiatedanofficialmaystillcometoanownershometo
deddogsandcatswouldbesubjecttothesamecivilpenaltiesand
ndedanimalsunlessproofoftheanimalsalreadybeingspayedor

DollarsinThousands

BILLNUMBER

AB1634

Fund

20092010FC 20102011Code
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